Dave Schumann, General Manager
Customer Relations Group

February 2014 and I am back!
Winter has been interesting across the country again, plenty of cold, snow and wind. Come on spring! Over the winter
I am sure you have been planning your first trip or adding some accessory to your Airstream. Maybe even a purchase of a
new Airstream.
Here at Airstream we have been busy producing new Airstream trailers as well as Interstate vans with a variety of models
to choose from. Our Service Department has been busy getting trailers and motorhomes ready for the next adventure, doing
maintenance items, upgrades and restorations. And I have been busy trying to figure out what I should be putting in this
month’s issue…let’s see.
Now is a good time to start thinking about some upgrades for your Airstream and one place to start is with some upgrades
for the exterior of your trailer. Here are some items that can be purchased through your Airstream Dealer or our online store
at www.airstream.com .
Stainless Steel Accessories

39763W-02 Range Exhaust Vent - Stainless Steel
39765W-02 Water Heater Door - Stainless Steel
39768W Shower - Stainless Exterior Compartment

39764W-02 Furnace Door - Stainless Steel
39766W Refrig. Vent Stainless Steel - Side Mount
39768W Water fill Stainless Steel W/Lock
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Sport Bumper Kit
Bumper Kit P/N 688149
If you have a 16 or 22 ft. Sport and would like a bumper for the back of the trailer, you are in luck. Just contact your
Airstream Dealer and order the Sport Bumper kit P/N 688149.
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Wheel Torqueing
Do I need to check the torque on my trailer wheels, I don't do that on my tow vehicle?
Trailer wheels typically carry more weight than tow vehicle wheels of the same size and see more wheel/hub flexing due
to side loading stresses. On a new trailer it is recommended to re-torque wheel lug nuts several times (25 and 100 miles)
on your first trip or until the wheel nut torque stabilizes (stays at recommended torque spec). This is especially true for new
wheels/hubs that may need to have the paint worn away at the hub mounting face and under the wheel lug nuts.
Whenever you change a wheel for any reason you should torque the lug nuts and recheck at 25 -50 miles.
(A torque wrench is a good tool for your tool box)
What does torqueing do?
1. Torqueing draws the wheel to the hub face, and
2. Torqueing stretches the bolt's shaft, holding the lug and nut threads against each other.
IMPORTANT!
Proper installation requires that the wheel lug torque be set to the recommended specification for your vehicle. These
torque specifications can be found in your vehicle's owner's manual or from an Airstream Dealer.
Over Torqueing
I know many Airstream’ers have indicated they just use a regular lug wrench to tighten lug nuts and it works great. They
check them regularly.
You just need to remember that it is possible to permanently damage a wheel or wheel lugs that have been over torqued.
You cannot see the effects of over torqueing and it may cause the loss of that wheel from the trailer.
Reduce the risk and use a torque wrench.
A good idea if you are using your Airstream in the winter.
Use an outdoor wireless thermometer/sensor to monitor plumbing pipe temps; use the wireless thermometer to monitor
how cold it is around critical plumbing areas such as macerator pump, dump valves or exterior faucets. This way you can take
action to prevent a freeze up in the plumbing system. You can also use outdoor thermometer with sensor in your refrigerator
to monitor temperature in summer time.
Winter: Bad weather- Bad humor
Q: What did the seal say when it swam into a concrete wall?
A: "Dam!"
Q: What is a physicist’s favorite food?
A: Fission chips
A statistician is someone who tells you that when you've got your head in the fridge and your feet in the oven that you're
– on average - very comfortable.
Have a great month and we will see you on down the road!

If you have a topic for this column, please send your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!
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