Dave Schumann, General Manager
Customer Relations Group

Welcome to June! Boy is time flying by and it’s busy, busy; visiting dealers, attending Rallies and Alumapalooza
here at the factory. Also the International Rally is just around the corner and I hope to see everyone there.
I am sure you are busy also with all the trips planned for the summer.
Back flow preventer
Here comes another question from a Classic Airstream owner. I discarded the back flow preventer on the exterior
faucet that I hook to the black tank flush line and replaced it with a plain elbow. Can you think of any problem this might
cause?

Ext. faucet with back flow preventer

with out back flow preventer

When pressure fails or is reduced in your on board water system, as may happen if a water line breaks, pipes
freeze or there is unexpectedly high demand on the water system, then such reduced pressure in the pipe may allow
contaminated water from an outside source to be drawn back up into the system.
Another example of a potential issue; if you would have a hose hooked to your exterior faucet with a spray nozzle
and leave the faucet open, the heat of the sun can heat the water in the hose and the expansion of the water can force
outside water back into your plumbing system. This could lead to contamination in your on board water system.
I recommend keeping the back flow preventer on your exterior faucet.

Keeping Your Beauflor Vinyl Flooring’s® Clean
If you need to clean the flooring in your Airstream trailer or Interstate Van, here is
how the manufacturer suggests you do it.
The amount of traffic will be how you determine how often you will need to clean
your floor.
Suggested Steps
Step-1. Clean the floor with a soft broom or non abrasive cleaning pad. (ie: swiffer)
Step-2. Wipe the floor with a mop or soft cloth using clean water. Rinse the mop or cloth
frequently in clean water.
Step-3. If needed you can use a mild detergent or domestic floor cleaner

Do not use any abrasives to clean the flooring. This can cause damage to the surface.
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Trailer floor covering

Keeping the Shine on the Alcoa Rims on your Interstate Van
Your Alcoa Wheels do not have a coating applied to them so you will want
to follow the maintenance instructions to keep them looking shiny and new.
1. Clean as needed using high pressure water from a hose. The use of a mild
detergent will speed the cleaning process. Do not use harsh alkaline cleaners.
a. Use a fiber brush to wash exposed wheel surfaces with a mild
detergent and warm water solution.
b. Rinse thoroughly with clean water.
c. Wipe dry to avoid water spots.
2. To maintain the original appearance of your Alcoa wheels, the following cleaning/ waxing procedures are
recommended:
a. Cleaned surface with any automotive polish. (Mothers Power Metal Aluminum) Using a Mothers Power wheel
will also help take some of the labor out of the polishing.
b. Apply a coating of a high quality Automotive Wax
Centramatic Wheel Balancers
Several months ago I shared some comments from a Dexter Field Representative concerning the use of Centramatic
Wheel Balancers with Nev-R-Lube bearings. Dexter’s concerns were that the bearings worked best with zero off set rims
and use of the wheel balancers would change the zero off set and could affect the bearings.
This raised some questions from the manufacturer of the wheel balancers that there would not be any issue with using
the balancers with Nev-R-Lube bearings. I contacted Dexter and they indicated that until testing has been performed they
can or can not recommend the use of the wheel balancers with their Nev-R-Lube bearings. They are not saying that the
wheel balancers are a bad product, just a product that has yet to be tested by Dexter.
International Rally
If you need a part and want the parts shipped to the International Rally contact Kim Britt at 937 596 6111 ext. 7429 or
Karen Vetter at ext. 7428. They will need to be paid for at time of order. Also I will be at the Rally and can help you get
an order in to our Parts Department during the Rally, I will also bring a few odds and ends with me that will be sold on a
cash only basis as I will not be able to take credit cards. Hope to see you there.
Savings Spent on Doctors
Old Patient: I have spent 80% of my life’s savings on doctors.
Shocked Doctor: Why didn’t you come to me earlier?
Have a great month and we will see you on down the road!

If you have a topic for this column, please send
your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street,
Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will
receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!
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