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Hot Topic
What are the normal Operating Temperatures for Dexter Axle Components and Assemblies? This is a
question that we have asked Dexter to help address due to the volume of questions we receive in Airstream
Customer Support on this topic. We are contacted by owners that indicated that their brakes are hot or very
warm, is this normal or do I have a problem?
Brake Drums and Shoes: The function of brakes is to convert the kinetic and potential energy of the vehicle
to heat generated by the rubbing friction of the brake linings against the brake drum or rotor. Normal operating
temperatures for most drum brakes range from 150 degrees F. to 400 degrees F. Temperatures can exceed 600
degrees F. during certain stopping conditions although the braking effectiveness is considerably reduced at
these elevated temperatures. Temperatures above approximately 650 degrees F. may damage brake components
and brake drums. Disk brakes may operate up to about 1600 degrees F. without damage. Most people find 150
degrees F. too hot to touch comfortably. Do not touch brake drums or brake components immediately after
stopping the vehicle. Severe burns may occur.
Bearings: Tapered roller bearings can withstand considerable temperature without damage. The bearing
lubricant generally cannot. Temperatures in excess of about 200 degrees F. (measured at the outside of the hub.)
may indicate a bearing or bearing lubrication problem. Temperatures in the range of 140 degrees F. to 175
degrees F. are considered normal. Use extreme caution when attempting to determine hub temperature. Normal
bearing operation temperatures may cause the hub to be too hot to touch comfortably.
The above information courtesy of Dexter Axle Engineering
Boondocking
Cooler weather is approaching, if you boondock frequently be reminded RV furnaces use a lot of power. To
conserve your power supply, lower the thermostat for the furnace, wear warmer clothing and use an extra
blanket. Maybe even a little snuggling may be in order!
Reminder
NHTSA Recall No. 10V-344--Transport Canada Recall No. 10-239
Airstream is recalling certain model year 2005-2009 classic travel trailers manufactured from March 2005
through April 2009 and equipped with a hydraulic brake actuator manufactured by Active Technologies. It
is possible that the brake actuator can fail unexpectedly causing the brakes on the trailer to lock up or to fail
completely. The locking of the brakes or brake failure could result in a loss of vehicle control that could result in
a crash and possible serious injury. Dealers will inspect the brake actuator and if found to be defective it will be
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replaced free of charge. The recall is expected to begin during August 2010. Owners may contact Airstream at
1-937-596-6111 ext.7409 & ext. 7411 concerning the recall.

Acti-Brake Actuator- Version II is the pump being
inspected for possible fluid leak per the recall.
Airstream Factory Tour Reminder
Tours are: Monday- Tuesday- Wednesday-Thursday- Friday
at 2 pm
Friday Tours are after normal production hrs.
This is a walking tour approximately ¾ of a mile in length.
Request for special needs must be made in advance.
The tour begins in the Service Lobby and travels outside to
the production facility.
Eye protection and hearing protection are required (eye and
ear protection are provided). No sandals or open toe shoes.
For groups of 10 or more or any questions, please contact us
at 937. 596. 6111 ext. 7400 or 7418 and we will be happy to
assist you.
Three Wishes
A blonde, a brunette, and a redhead where marooned on an island and the blonde stumbled across a lamp with
three wishes, the blonde called the others over and said look I found a lamp. The redhead quickly snatched
the lamp out of her hand and said “I wish I was at home in my warm bed” she disappeared to her bed with her
husband. The brunette then said “I wish I was at home too!” so she to disappeared. The blonde was then scared
of being left alone so she said “I wish the other two were back here!”
Have a great month and we will see you on down the road.
If you have a topic for this column, please send your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!

Airstream Dealer Update
937-596-6111
New Dealer

Deleted Dealers

Prime Motor Cars
137 US Route One
Scarborough, ME 04074
Ph. 207-252-5868
Ph. 207-510-2250

Affordable Cars & Finance, Inc.
dba: Airstream of Ohio
27726 Lorain Rd.
North Olmsted, OH 44070
Ph. 440-777-2424
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