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Wow, it is May already and many of you already have several trips under your belt and plans for many summer getaways.
Things have been busy at the Service Center recently, and we are getting ready for the Alumapalooza get together that will
be held here at the Factory in June. There will be over a hundred RVs attending. Fun!!
Some Spring things
Since Spring is here and you are getting ready to hit the road, are you ready? I am sure that everyone has a checklist that
they go by before heading out on the road. I have put a quick list of must checks that can help make sure your first trip is not
filled with “I wish I would have checked that”. This is only a partial list but it is a good start.
Check —Tires, wheel bearing & brakes etc.
Now is the time to examine the tires on your Airstream closely, look for cuts, tread wear or any other visible damage.You
may also want to check the born on date on your tires; the average life span of a tire is around 5-6 years no matter how much
tread is remaining.
Check side walls, both interior and exterior, for cuts, bulges or cracking due to sun exposure. Inflate the tire to the proper
pressure, make sure you have valve stem caps installed and check rims to make sure you are not missing any wheel weights.
Be sure to check spare.
Check wheels for any damage (cracks) or signs of corrosion and correct as necessary and check lug nut torque.
Wheel bearings on your trailer should be inspected and repacked with grease on a yearly basis. The owner’s manual states
repack once per year or 10,000 miles but because of the intermittent use and long periods of storage it is a good idea to have
them repacked annually. When you have bearings repacked also check brakes for remaining pad life. While you are in the
area inspect the shock absorbers for any damage or if they are leaking oil, if so have them replaced.
Hitch coupler and 7 Way cord Inspection
Verify your coupler actually locks on the hitch ball and lubricate parts that require it (if you have an older trailer it may be
time to rebuild your coupler, kits are available). Spray the wiring plug on the trailer and the socket on the tow vehicle with a
product like WD-40 or silicone - this will help clean out any build up of corrosion and will help prevent further corrosion from
happening. Make sure to test your exterior lights, (marker lights stop, turn and tail lights).
If you have a motorhome be sure to change wiper blades, change oil and filters in chassis engine as well as generator. Check
levels of fluid in windshield washer and battery.
If you have a checklist that you use before your first trip of the year e-mail me at dschumann@airstream.com whether trailer
or motorhome and we will share a few of them in a future article.
Here is one such customer list of checks for his Safari (not in any particular order):
- pull mileage and maintenance logs verifying certain replacement intervals per owner’s manual
- air out trailer after sitting for a period of time
- clean inside of trailer
- take out seasonal stationary trailer items, wash and repack them
- load additional seasonal items to trailer
- check mechanicals for proper operation (furnace, A/C, fans, pump, water heater, antenna(s), etc.
- check plumbing for leaks and proper operation, flush and sterilize water lines and replace water filter in galley area
- check LP (tanks, supply lines, regulator, etc. for leaks, condition and proper operation)
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- check electrical (converter, outlets, breakers, etc.)
- check breakaway switch
- check running lights
- check power jack and hitch lock
- lube hinges (doors, windows, vents, power jack, stabilizer jacks, etc.)
- coat gaskets (vents, doors windows, etc.) with 404 or similar
- check dual cam hitch system
- check belly pan condition
- check screws inside and out that they are secure
- check tire pressures (and spare), tire condition, check axle, check lug nut torque, brakes, etc.
- check all caulking (repair, replace, add as necessary)
- specifically check combustible appliances for cleanliness, proper venting and airflow
- replace batteries for CO and fire detectors
- check fire extinguishers
- wash trailer and search for any possible leaks
- wax trailer (or Walbernize)
- affix new registration sticker to license plate
Keep in mind that the tow vehicle has a list too (hitch, fluids, tires, driveline, tires, brakes, shocks, fire extinguishers, etc.
as well).
Bowlus Road Chief
Airstream has recently acquired a 1935 Bowlus Road Chief trailer Sn: 140. The Bowlus was built by William Hawley Bowlus
and was the predecessor to Wally Byam’s Airstream Clipper. We are planning on having it available for viewing this summer
at the Service Center.
1935 ROAD CHIEF is an all aluminum travel trailer designed by Hawley
Bowlus.It is ultra-light weighing only
about 1100 lbs. It can be pulled easily
with a small car. It is made of panels of
riveted alclad aluminum which is
screwed to galvanize steel tubing that is
acetylene welded together. This construction method is very similar to the
way aircrafts were constructed.
FEATURES: Streamline body, all
metal frame and complete outside coverings, thorough insulation against heat
and cold, safety glass windows, dust
proof, two separate sleeping compartments with inner spring mattresses for
four persons, ample storage space, electricity (110 and 6 volt), telephone to car; all metal kitchen, refrigerator and Coleman stove, 18 gal water tank, Houdaille shock
absorbers, puncture-proof tubes, ball and socket hitch. The door is in the front, over the tongue.

2010 International Rally
Airstream is working with an Airstream Dealer to sell parts and do limited service repairs at the Rally in Gillette, WY. If you
want to order parts in order to make sure they have the part you need, contact Kim Britt at 937-596-6111 ext 7429 or
kbritt@airstream.com. We will have the parts shipped to the Rally and they will be available at the dealers store/sales display.
Have you ever noticed? Anybody going slower than you is an idiot, and anyone going faster than you is a maniac.
— George Carlin
Have a great month and we will see you on down the road!
If you have a topic for this column, please send your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!
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