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Hello everyone. I just wanted to start off by thanking everyone that attended the Florida State Rally and who stopped
by and visited us at the Airstream store. It was good to see old friends and make new acquaintances; we very much
appreciated your support.
It Really Can Happen!
This month I thought I would continue the battery theme. I thought I would share an experience that I had while charging
the battery on my farm tractor. Over the years you probably have charged your batteries many times as I had, you
probably also have read the warning labels on batteries about the possibilities of your battery producing explosive gases
and that you should prevent sparks to prevent a possible explosion.
This is just another over protective government requirement where the battery manufacturer has to install a warning
label, these things really don’t happen. In 57 years nothing had ever happened, a few sparks from time to time, no big
deal right? That is until a cold January afternoon when I wanted to use my tractor, and when I turned the key it wouldn’t
start, only a dim glowing red light. Dead battery right, tractor had been setting for about a month, it was about 10
degrees. I go get the battery charger, install the leads and I put the charger on slow charge, check the gauge to verify the
battery is charging ,things are going as planned.
I come back about 2 hours later and the needle on the gauge had come down indicating that the charging was complete.
I unplug the charger, removed the cables and reached across the tractor and turned the key to start the tractor.
KaBoom!! What followed that sound gave new meaning to the term “Acid Rain”, battery acid and little plastic pieces
every where. Fortunately, I had my Carharts and hooded sweat shirt on and had my back to the battery, which was
about 12 inches away.
After I had decided that I was still all in one piece, even though the battery wasn’t, I tried to determine what had gone
wrong. I had followed most of the procedures but assumed that the battery was dead, I didn’t check to see if the
battery cables on the posts were making a good connection. In this case that was the real issue, the negative terminal
was loose and after being on the charger the battery obviously had produced some fumes from the charging process.
The battery now having a full charge was able to make a complete circuit and a spark.
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So how should you go about charging your battery?


Understand the battery charger’s manufacturer instructions.



Wear protective eyewear, some type of protection for your hands-rubber gloves are recommended.



Always have battery in a well ventilated area.



Don’t charge a frozen battery.



If applicable, remove the vent caps and check the battery’s water level and, if low (not covering top of plates),
add distilled water to cover the tops of the plates. Do not overfill.



Always have battery caps on before charging.



Clean any corrosion from terminals (you can use a paste of baking soda to clean and use a protectant to coat
terminals- such as Vaseline, or check at an auto parts store for other products)



MAKE SURE TERMINALS ARE TIGHT!



Use only cables and clamps which are well insulated and in good condition to make connections between
batteries and chargers.



Keep wrenches/pliers/screwdrivers away from battery racks.



While the charger is unplugged, connect the leads to the proper battery terminals. (positive lead first then
negative )



Set the charger to the proper settings for your battery, 6 volts vs. 12 volts , Choose the lowest amperage
setting initially, if you want the battery to charge faster you can choose a higher setting



Plug in and turn on the charger.



Don’t wiggle the connections to check contact while the charger is turned on or plugged in.
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When charging is complete:


Immediately after the battery is fully charged, turn off and unplug the charger. Continuing to charge a fully
charged battery will severely damage the internal plates and shorten battery life.



Disconnect the leads from the battery (negative first then positive).

I hope this reminder will help you avoid the same surprise that I had, the next time I charge a battery I will be more
focused!

Farmer milks a cow
A farmer was milking his cow. He was just starting to get a good rhythm going when a bug flew into the barn and started
circling his head. Suddenly, the bug flew into the cow’s ear. The farmer didn’t think much about it, until the bug squirted
Courtesy of Aha jokes.com
out into his bucket. It went in one ear and out the udder.
Have a great month and I’ll see you on down the road!
If you have a topic for this column, please send your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!
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