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This group, part of the WBCCI Technical Standing Committee, has been established to help the membership with any
of their technical RV problems. Examples of questions that might be of interest to many members will be published in the
Blue Beret. We will respond directly to you, in response to your email or letter describing a problem you are having. We
hope you will find this new service of value in the care and feeding of your RV. You may contact us as follows: techhelp@
wbcci.org or by mail: Howard Lefkowitz, 11508 Colt Terrace, Silver Spring, MD 20902

Squeak, Squeak, Squeak
“What is that noise Larry?” “I am not
sure but it seems to becoming from the
left side of the camper.” This was part
of our late afternoon conversation as
we pulled into the Elk City, Oklahoma
KOA on our way home from the 2013
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. Tired and
hungry, I did not give the squeak another
thought until we got home.
The first order of business was to
discover the cause of that annoying
squeak! I figured we have almost seven
thousand road miles on the rig over our
five years of ownership. As I reviewed
the owner’s manual, it was clear I had
neglected a very important maintenance
item. The inspection and repacking of
wheel bearings! With a car, no one would
ever think to check wheel bearings with
such low mileage, but an Airstream is
not a car!
After lifting the camper and placement
of the jack stands, I pulled the left front
tire and wheel drum off. Removal of the
bearings from the wheel drum and cleaning them took about ten minutes. While
there was plenty of grease packed into
the inner and outer bearings it seemed
as if the viscosity of the grease had
thinned due to high temperatures. Then
I discovered the reason for the squeak!
Both bearings had heat discoloration
marks on the inner side, which slides
on the spindle. This discoloration is an
indicator that the bearing was turning on
the spindle and had got hot, which was
the cause of the squeak. I continued to
inspect the bearings on the other three
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wheel drums and was not surprised to
find the same bearing damage.
For replacements I purchased Timken
bearings. They are a very high quality
bearing and made in the USA. I decided
to replace the bearing races as well.
Some mechanics might not have spent
the extra time and cash to replace the
races, but it has been my experience
it is the smart and prudent thing to do.
Removing and replacing the bearing
race is the most difficult part of the job.
While the outer races hammer out pretty
easily, the inner races are a bit more of a
challenge to remove and install. Bearing
races are manufactured with very high
quality hardened steel and are extremely
tough. So I used one of the old races as
a cushion to hammer the new race into
position inside the wheel drum.
There are a few different approaches
to repacking the bearings. I still like the
old way, putting grease in the palm of my
hand and tap the bearing into the grease
until I am sure they are packed well.
Installing the inner and outer bearings
back in the wheel drum is a very quick
and easy process. One last step is to
install a new grease seal on the back of
the wheel drum.
Before reinstalling the wheel drums on
the axels, I inspected the brakes carefully.
I found they were grease free and still
had a good amount of lining, so I have
left them until next year’s inspection.
We then torqued our aluminum wheels’
lug bolts to specifications. After a quick
drive, no more squeaks!
Larry Madden #3909

Trailer Polishing
PROBLEM: We are in the process
of purchasing a 64 Globetrotter, 19
feet long. The exterior just needs to be
stripped and polished, but we are thinking of painting it silver. We have heard
that if you get it polished, it takes quite
a bit of work to maintain like polishing
every 6 months. We are not able to do
that so thought about painting it silver.
We know it would not look the same but
would at least look better than now. Is
this something that we should or should
not do?
ANSWER: Polishing costs about
$100 (and up) per foot, including stripping. You will have to get it polished
at least once per year to keep the shiny
finish. If you cannot do this yourselves,
this is quite an expensive upkeep item for
a vintage unit. I have seen a number of
painted units that look quite nice. They
usually use automotive paints, which
are long lasting and easily kept looking
nice with just washing and maybe an
occasional wax job (just like the tow
vehicle). The editor of Airstream Life
had one done and could give you lots of
tips on this:
http://airstreamlife.com/online/
Howard

